Art & Design
     
Islam is known for its great scholars. Baghdad, just a century after the advance of
Islam, was made home to the empires first formal academy and library dedicated to the
transcription and translation of poetry, science, philosophy and theology. By the end of the
8th Century, paper mills sprouted everywhere in Bagdad. Book production in the East
blossomed into a vital industry as textual materials, translators, scholars and tradesman
that spread throughout the Near East and the Mediterranean where the Muslim faith had
expanded. Andalusia was, above all, famous as the libraries of Moorish Spain contained
close to a million manuscripts. Scholars would not travel without a caravan full of books, in
such a way that literacy started to spread everywhere, continuing the tradition of our
prophet

who hired his prisoners as writing teachers in exchange for their

freedom.

We will make Islamic
bookmarks using
everyday number 5 or 6
plastic, a good way to
recycle and reuse.

Suggestions and what you will need:
You could also bake two patterns, glue a magnet on the back of each pattern, link
them with a thread or ribbon if you want the bookmark to look nicer and stay together,
then stick them together on both sides of a book page.


Number 5 or 6 type plastic objects:
cups, trays, yogurt cups.

Islamic
Patterns

Permanent markers

What to do:

1. Look at the number on the back of
plastic cups, plates and trays. Look for
numbers 5 or 6. Draw your pattern by
transparency or use your imagination.
Use a permanent marker or thick dry
erase markers. Draw several layers on
top of each other; wait until each layer is
dry before applying another one. Draw
both sides.
2. Cut around the edges. Leave a
triangular shape, then cut a line on the
side to obtain a bookmark that holds on
to your page. You could also punch a
hole on one side to put a ribbon.
You could also stick a double-sided
tape on one side to get a bookmark that
will stick a little to your books.
3. Put your designs in the oven for 2 or
3 minutes at 250 degrees F. You may
open the door and watch. When the
plastic is shrunk and curled up, flatten it
out with a spatula.
4. Let cool. Put a ribbon or a clip on the
shrink art.

Design patterns:
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The pillars of Islam, the Muslim duties by which Muslims identify themselves as
Muslims can be and should be learned from infancy. The 5 pillars of Islam craft (die) has
been created with this idea in mind.
One can recite this while asking the child about the pillars (arkan) of Islam and while
turning the die as appropriate: Arkan Islam khamsa (5): Shahada (the declaration of faith,
“there is but one God”), Salat (5 prayers a day), Sauwm (the annual one month’s fast of
Ramadan); Zakat (the poor due 2.5% of one’s annual wealth); Hajj (the lifetime pilgrimage to
the holy city of Makkah).

Suggestions and what you will
need:
Fold the die, then glue where the tabs
say “glue here”.
Hang the die in your car or for decoration.
You can draw the pillars around the
cube, or stick on a piece of clothe for the rug
on which Muslims pray; a black square with
decorations in the shape of the Kaaba for the
annual pilgrimage; a penny for the poor due,
and a picture of foods crossed by a red X for
the fast.
Print the pattern in a bigger size, then
draw big black and while symbols on it. Hang it
on top of a baby’s crib for stimulation. For
safety, make sure the cord is short and that the
baby cannot grab the mobile as it may chew on
it and choke.

Die pattern:
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The taqiyah is the traditional Muslim rounded cap men wear often while going to a
place of worship or a religious occasion. Some Muslim men wrap their turban around the cap
and wear it at all times.
Muslims wear these head gears in order to emulate the Prophet Muhammad
. The companions of the Prophet (may Allah be pleased with them all) were
never seen without their heads being covered.
Ancient Arabs had the habit of always wearing something on their heads. They
considered it inappropriate to remain bare headed, besides it was unpractical in the heat of
the desert.

We will make a boy’s cap
with geometric decorations.

Suggestions and what you will need:
You can also make a nice hat by cutting a cardboard frame around the head, and
cover the frame with fabric, making sure to stretch one piece of fabric on top and another
piece of fabric around the frame. Glue with tacky glue.


Felt of different
colors. You can use
either sticky back felt
(or) felt and tacky glue

Model hat

Scissors

Tape measurer to
measure your
child’s head

What to do:
1. Cut the pattern or measure your child’s
head and make a round pattern (leave an
extra circle of felt around your original circle
for indents).
Indent (cut triangular pieces of felt) around
the main circle in order to be able to fold the
top of the hat.
2. Wrap the stiff felt around your circle, lifting
one corner of paper in order to use the sticky
part to stick to the main circle. You could also
staple or use tacky glue for a similar result.
The indented part goes inside the hat.



3. Cut pieces of felt in different geometric
shapes. Glue the geometric pieces to your
hat, on the outside.
Note: You could also add an extra layer of
felt on the inside in order to form a pocket, a
place where your child could place bills he
receives during religious occasions or
directions to your house and a phone
number.







Main head circle pattern:
(double pattern size on the copier before use)

Print X 2

