5th Grade

Age:10-11

Focus on: Communication skills (listening, problem solving, learn what’s expected of him as adults and responsibility). Family versus friendship.

Eleven years old are trying to become strong, independent; they tend to be at worst with mother. Build lesson plans on the respect of mothers and parents in general. Talk about family life and rules in the family and why they can still follow other people’s rules (not theirs) while participating in the decision making and while being a good and useful member of the family. Stress on the love and care for brothers and sisters. 

Children this age are highly contrary, arguing, oppositional behavior in the family, because they have a rather good idea of what is right and what is wrong and contest certain adults decisions. They start judging adults and pay attention to what they say in a rather negative way. They are making up their own sets of rules and logic. Family is seen as interfering. Added to this is the fact that peers are more important now because children have found role models and guides in their friends, not in their parents anymore. This is why while away from the family, they are usually mannerly, helpful, and outgoing, in a word very different (sometimes it is day and night, and they reject little brothers and sisters as babies and not mature while they consider themselves mature. They tend to reject family members as part of they outside family life. They want their own space to hang about). Talk about friendship in Islam and how Rasulullah (peace and blessing be upon him) would pair up the sahabas from Makkah and the sahabas from Madinah as one of his first decisions after the migration to Madinah. Stress that Muslims love each other, no matter what. Stress that we reject the bad in people, not the people themselves when they have done bad or wrong things. We still have to look at the good sides in people and that applies to parents. Encourage children to volunteer in schools to do presentations or teach younger children. Encourage meetings with other adults and doing works that include physical activities like mowing the neighbor’s grass or works that has some responsibilities like baby-sitting or lead a group of scouts, etc. 


       Begins to challenge rules and restrictions: they would say: “why do I have to do this, all my friends are doing this or that”. Write lesson plans that teach about people not respecting rules and their consequences. Talk about Muslims’ need to respect the laws of the place where they live, even speed limits or pool rules. Let children discover what is the best behavior.

Interest in opposite sex beginning - more with girls: talk about sex relationships in the family, polygyny and society rules on that. You could introduce the condition of slaves and women in Islam. Reflect upon liberty, rights, treatment of inferiors or the weak.

Boys tend to be unruly and girls seem to be preoccupied with status, friend issues and their self-esteem. Introduce a description of the character of the sahabas and the way people thought at the times, in good and in bad. Compare with the way we think nowadays and the way Muslims are supposed to think in general.

       Alert, energetic, imaginative, ready for anything, eleven years old need healthy, tensional outlets. Speak about the sports encouraged by our Prophet (be and blessing be upon him. Do artistic activities that involves decorating sports items or making them. Thinks of doing activities that children are not usually introduced to like horse riding or karate, self-defense.
The average fifth grader tends to be obedient, good natured, and fun. They possess a surprising scope of interests. They like TV identify with TV characters. They are becoming more truthful and dependable. They are improving the image they have of themselves as well as their acceptance of others. Even if they are rebels to parents, they do form good personal relationships with other adults like their teachers. They are improving their communication skills. Teach them the best way to greet each other, what to do in case of conflict with others, when it is permitted to lie in Islam (to reconcile people) and why it is allowed in that case, etc. Teach them it is OK to say NO in different and dangerous situations. Help them recognize people they can count on and who are the best companions for them. Teach them to improve their listening skills, as it is very important in order to communicate with others. Teach them appropriate body language. Have a lot physical activities or group activities where they can walk or run around and interact.

Fifth graders learn to use synonyms, antonyms, homophones, and analogies. Show where they appear in the Qur’an, and for what effect. Improve their Islamic vocabulary using opposites, synonyms, etc. Help them to recognize and use all parts of speech. 

Format of lessons to Avoid: Straight lectures. They prefer stories, outdoor activities, hands-on activities, artistic presentations and activities.
Students Should learn about:
Qur'anic Knowledge
Surahs Al Layl, Al Bayyinah, Ash Shamms, Ayat- 31:12-19, 3:84-85, 3:102-105, 3:110. (English/Arabic)

'Aqeedah
1. Learn that Tawheed is the faith of all prophets (the blessing of Allah be upon them all). 

2. Learn about the different types of Shirk: Shirk in Ar-Ruboobiyyah, Shirk in Ibadat, and Shirk in Al-Asmaa' & Sifaat
'Ibadah
1. Worship Allah with the heart without showing off. 
2. Define khushoo. Teach the best way to get khushoo during salaat.
3. List the basic parts of the Khutba without too many details. The basic parts are: The Adhan is given for the Sunnah prayer. The Imam sits on the "Minbar." The Adhan is given again. The Imam begins with adiyat and praise of Allah and then speaks about his topic. The Iman sits for a moment and says a Du'a and then stands to deliver the second part of his Khutba. The Imam closes with Adiyat and calls the congregation to prayer. The Iqamah is given and the people line up in rows. The two-rakah prayer finishes and people do their Sunnah prayers and disperse. Let the children come up with a small khutba of their own about any subject they like. Deliver before the classroom.
3. Define Salat Al-Fard (obligatory) and Salat Al-Sunnah. Know the non-recommended time for voluntary prayers. Learn about different types of voluntary prayers: Witr, Duha, Musafir and Al-Shukr.
4. Explain the do's and don't of Salah. 

5. Teach the Ghusl procedure.
6. The Sunnah Salah of the Tahiyatul Masjid will be introduced.
Du'a, Phrases & Hadith
1.  When we leave the Masjid, we say, "Allahumma inne as-aluka min fadlika."  "O Allah  I ask for Your generosity."   (Muslim)
2.  "Al Jamaa'atu barakatun."  "The group is blessed."  (Abu Dawud)
3.  "As Sawmu Junnatun."  "Fasting is a shield (against sins)."  (Tirmidhi)
4.  Adh-dhikru ni'matun."  "Remembering Allah is a blessing."
5.  Ahabbul biladi ilallahi masaajiduhu."  "Allah loves His Masjids more than any other place."  (Muslim)
6.  "Irhamu Turhamu."  "Show mercy and you will be shown mercy."  (Bukhari)
7.  "Al hayaa'u khayrun kulluhu."  "Everything about modesty is good."  (Muslim)
8.  "Allahumma ajirnee min an naar."  "Allah protect me from Hell-fire."
9.  When we hear that someone died we say, "Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji'un."  "To Allah we belong and to Him we return."
Akhlaq & Adab
1. Learn some important ways of dressing. Teach the importance of dressing modestly. Compare with the way other people in the world dress. Sew a prayer clothe or a simple jelbab.
2. Explain some Islamic Internet rules, especially not to disclose anything personal and not mixing between the sexes.
3. Learn about forgiveness.
Sirah
1. Knowing the story behind the battle of Al-Khandak (Trench or battle of the Ditch) and the betrayal of the Jews. Explain that the Jewish tribes of Banu Nadir were originally sworn allies of the Muslims in Madina but they secretly intrigued with the Makkan pagans and the Madinan hypocrites.
2. The Qur’an chronicles this war in the Qur'anic verses 33:9 and following:
“Behold! A party among them said: "Ye men of Yathrib! ye cannot stand (the attack)! therefore go back!" And a band of them ask for leave of the Prophet, saying, "Truly our houses are bare and exposed," though they were not exposed they intended nothing but to run away.” [33:13, Yusuf Ali translation]

History
Introduction to dawah and the way the Prophets (peace be upon them all) delivered dawah. Explain the difficulty of communicating faith to other people. 
