Grade 3
Age: 8-9
Focus: 

Remarkable changes in social and thinking skills. 
Eight years olds can converse at an almost adult level. They try to understand the reason for things. They like to read to discover things. Explain why some things are right or wrong.  Give them books that talk about the meaning of things and show how some Muslims changed their lives because of Islam. Discuss some news from the newspapers and magazines.
They are sure of themselves and their skills. They think in an organized and logical way. While reading, they are able to identify the author's purpose including persuading, informing, entertaining and telling a story. They can differentiate between fact, fiction and opinion in text. They can justify what is implied in a text. Let them organize information using outlines, timelines and graphic organizers. Brainstorm and organize ideas in groups. Write flyers to distribute to the community and treating of different subjects Muslims are interested in such as the repartition of Muslims in the world and how they look different from other Muslims (food, dress, etc.)

They have a strong need for affection, but they also need privacy. They can be helpful, cheerful, and pleasant as well as rude, bossy, and selfish. They can be dramatic and their emotions change quickly. They are not very patient. 
They have a strong urge to belong to a group. Use this period to create Islamic group activities that meets almost every day. Discuss peer pressure. Give a budget to the group and decide how to spend it islamically. Have a family plan for reducing, reusing and recycling materials. Collect data and chart or graph your efforts. 
Nine years old favor active, highly-charged games and sports and they want to excel in them. Provide games that get the energy out like running, catching games.
They are more self-absorbed and introspective and take comfort in knowing others have the same problems, feelings or questions they have. They want to be like friends. Create situations in which children feel they are understood and they are not the only ones to feel that way, that they are normal. Find books that describe children going through the same processes. Also, let them try different hobbies. Use various sources to learn about life in other countries. Compare and contrast to life in the U.S.
Formats of lessons to Avoid: Lectures. Emphasizes on well-structured lessons which combine clear objectives, stories and illustrative anecdotes, and quotations from the Qur'an and Ahadith.  Stories, activities, crafts, field trips, etc...
After this Grade, the Students Should Know:
Qur'anic Knowledge
1. Surahs Al Humazah, At Takathur, Al Zalzalah, Al Adiyat, Al Qadr, Al Qari'ah, Ayah 4:136. (English/Arabic)

'Aqeedah
1. Review what the pillars of Islam and Eman are. 
2. Learn the ninety nine names of Allah and introduce them as an act of worship.
3. Learn about all the books of Allah and their names, who received the revelation, and why we are not allowed to study them if we are not scholars. 
4. Teach characteristics of different faiths and compare to Islam focusing on the ten commandments.
5. Learn to recognize the names of the prophets used by Muslims and by Christians.
6. Learn about the Day of Judgment.
7. Learn about the meaning of Alqadar (Fate).
8. Learn the Surah in relation with Laylat-ul Qadr. Explain what Laylat-ul Qadr is and its importance during Ramadan.
9. Learn that Allah is the only Guide. We might be interested in the concept of Boudism for instance, but this is not a system of belief that can guide someone for everyday life. Allah has given us a system that is easy to follow from everywhere in the world by everyone. Even non-Muslims think it is a smart system.
10. Learn the meaning of the names of Allah: Al-Razzaq (The every provider), Al-Hadi (The guide), Al-Haqq (The truth),  Al-Hafeeth (The guardian)
'Ibadah
1. The importance of Salat Jamaa and how to pray it. 

2. Importance of performing Ghusl before Salat Jamaa
3. What are the Masjid manners.
4. Practice giving Sadaqa (Optional Charity). Who should benefit from it, our close family, then our relatives, then our friends, etc.
5. Students will know the words to the Adhan in Arabic and English.

6. The following types of Sunnah prayers will be learned: Witr, Tarawih.

7. Introduce children to the difference between Fard and Sunnah prayers. 

8. The "Sunnah" prayers they should be aware of, are: the two Rak'ahs before Fajr, four before Zuhr and two after it, two before 'Asr, two after Maghrib and the two before and after 'Isha. 

9. At this grade level, all the required phrases and statements of the Salat procedure will be expected to be mastered. Let children know that the following year, they will have to pray regularly.
10. The Islamic advice about eating reasonably should be introduced, "Keep one third of the stomach for food, one third for liquid and one third for air." (Hadith) Over-eating and eating the wrong kinds of foods will be discussed. Explain the importance of dates, milk, water and natural foods in Islam and for health. Go through healthy snacks and food pyramid. 
11. Explain the health benefits of fasting/
12. More exposure to the benefits of Hajj will be introduced. The actual rituals will not be detailed. Instead, the main rituals of Tawaf, Sa'i and Jamarat can be highlighted in a fun and interesting way. Make a 3-D Model of the Kaaba and Hajj landscapes. Students can write short essays based on interviews of people who went to Hajj.

13. The importance of da'wah can be introduced in a simple way.

Du'a, Phrases & Hadith
1. "Yadullahi ma'al Jamaa'ti."  "The hand of Allah is with the group."  (Tirmidhi)

2.  "Tubu ilaallahi was staghfiruhu."  "Turn to Allah and ask for His forgiveness."  (Muslim)

3.  "Al 'Ilmu Khalilul Mu'minenn."  "Knowledge is a friend to believers."  *Baihaqi)

4.  "Al Kadhibu mujaanibul Eman."  "A lie weakens a person's Iman."  (Ad Daylami)

5.  "Edha ghawdiba ahadukum fal yaskut."  "When you're mad, keep quiet."  (Muslim)

6.  "Subhanullah wa bihamdihi."  "Glory to Allah and all praise is His."  (If said 100 times it gets all the minor sins forgiven- hadith)  

7.  "Allahumma innaka afuwwun tuhibbul afwa fafu anni."   "O Allah, You are the forgiving and You love to forgive, so forgive me."

8.  "Man Qawla la ilaha illallah dahkala al Jannah."  "Whoever says there is no god but Allah will enter Paradise."

Akhlaq & Adab
1. Importance of cooperation in daily life.
2. Students will learn the importance of respecting the parents and the eldest. Use Islamic stories to illustrate.

3. Why is it important to copy the prophet’s way of life, an the  what the  Sunnah is.

4. Learn some acts of worship and their rewards (praying at night will grant all your wishes, fasting 6 days of Shawwal is like fasting for one year).

5.  We enter the Masjid with our right foot and leave it with the left.

6.  When we finish making our Wudu we say the Shahadah.  Then we say, "Allahumma ja'alni min at tawwabin wa j'alni min al mutatahireen."  O Allah make me among the repentant and the pure."

7.  When we want to thank another Muslim for something in a special way, we say, "Jazakullahu khayran."  "Allah reward you with the best."

Sirah
1. How Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon him) becomes a prophet and what are the characteristics of prophets (peace be upon them all)
2. Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon him)  teaches his family and friends at first, then Islam becomes public.
3. Sufferings of early Muslims.
4. The boycott against Muslims.
5. Al Isra & Mirage (The heavenly trip)
6. The faithful wife – Khadija bint Khuaylid
History
1. The story of the Gardeners from Surah 18 to illustrate the importance of "Insha'llah."

