9th Grade

Age: 14-15
Focus: Talks about the world, the inner life, psychology, and the future.
Middle adolescence:
This age is know as the five "I"'s and six "M"'s (courtesy of the Parent and Child Guidance Center, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania) 

The five "I's" : Impulsive, Intense, Idealistic, Immediate (wanting everything now), Indestructible (thinking nothing can hurt them, they can not get pregnant, they will not get into an auto accident, etc.) 

The six "M's": Moody, Messy, Monosyllabic, Mouthy, Money-oriented, ME-centered. 

At this age, puberty is complete in most teenagers. They are truly young adults.
Reasoning skills improve: they can talk about a subject using examples, make deductions, reason in abstract, build hypothesis. They learn to distinguish facts from opinions and credibility of information. This is a good time for doing research and interviews in the community. 
They learn that current actions can have an effect on the future, therefore they can set personal goals. Students should learn that people take the decisions they are taking because of what happened to them. Teach them not to judge people, but to see the best in people. Remind them that Allah judges only by intentions. What are the intentions of people in the first place is the first question they should ask themselves before acting or opening their mouth.
Greater perspective-taking ability can result in increased empathy and concern for others, and new interest in societal issues for many. They develop a conscience. Give them an even bigger perspective on life. Explain how people are often stopped in their tracks by others before they can accomplish their goals, especially in the professional field. Students are now thinking for what they would like to do as a profession and what their lives could look like. Ask them to write down their goals, desires, expectations, then ask them to write what they are doing right now in that direction. Are they preparing for Jannah? Are they doing anything to get there? 
Fourteen years old recognize their strengths and weaknesses. They are embarrassed by their parents and find them many faults. They may be passionately argumentative and difficult to talk with. They have a strong desire to be independent and stay away from family. Siblings may help reinstalling the peace at home. Explain to students how the early Muslims would treat their parents. Show students all the good deeds parents do for them. Explain that parents are always a backup in case of problems. Parents are patient with them, work to pay for their needs, etc. If they did themselves that much for anyone, would they like to be treated poorly? What would they do in that case? What are their parents doing? Teach them that Allah said in a hadith that whatever you do to others will be done to you, either in this life or in the future life. The wheel of life is turning. 
They love extracurricular activities. They are very anxious to be liked by their peers, especially the opposite sex, but they only have one or two best friends. Review adhaab about the Muslim way to deal with the opposite sex: no shaking hand, do not stay alone in the same room, talk to each other behind a veil, no sex before marriage, etc.
          Ninth graders learn about basic human communities, community, state, and national government, political parties and elections, comparative cultures and religions, women in our history, taxation, citizenship, world geography, advanced map and globe skills.

In sciences, they are learning about ecology and environment, weather and climate, air, water, erosion, electricity, solar and nuclear energy, chemicals, materials and properties, space travel, diseases.

Students will start reading the newspaper, analyze propaganda, advertising, drama and film making, poetry, non-fiction, plays, parables and allegories, effective discussion techniques and questioning skills, the art of speech, foreign words used in English, indexes, referencing. 

Here is a good time to ask students to do some journalistic work. Find and talk about parables and allegories in the Noble Qur’an and the Bible, discuss Arabic words in the English language. Work on finding and including references in discussions about Islam and how to select sources, how do we know our sources are sahee.

Students will study basic concepts of statistics, ratio and proportions, probability, the banking system, investment, budgeting, insurance, taxation.
Lesson format to avoid: Lectures. They like discussion round-table, facilitative topics, individual position papers and discussion time.  They like doing research.

After this Grade, the Students Should Know:
Qur'anic Knowledge
1. Surahs Al Takwir, 'Abasa.  Specific Ayat: 24:54-56, 8:20-28, 5:116-120, 4:135-141, 36: 33-50, 55:56-78. (English/Arabic)

'Aqeedah
1.  Islam is able to adapt and survive in any cultural environment.

2. We should love only for others what we love for ourselves.

'Ibadah
1.  The prayer of istikhara, iti'qaf, two rak'a when returning from a journey. The ways of praying while traveling and combination of prayers.
Du'a, Phrases & Hadith
1.  "Aayatul munaafiqi thalaatha edha haddatha kadhaba wa edha wa'ada akhlafa wa edha owtumena khaan."  "The signs of a hypocrite are three: when he speaks, he lies, when he promises, he breaks his promise, when he is trusted, he betrays."  (Bukhari)

2.  "Al mar-u deeni khalili fal yantur ahadukum man yukhaalil."  "A person follows his friend's deen, so each of you should be careful who you befriend."  (Ahmad)

3.  "Al hasabu a'malin."  "Goodness is in the actions."  (Ahmad)

4.  "La Tagh dab."  "Don't get angry."   (Bukhari)

5.  "La yu-minu ahadukum hatta yuhibba li akhihi ma yuhibbu li nafsihi."  "A person isn't a believer until he loves for his brother what he loves for himself."  (Bukhari)

Akhlaq & Adab
1.  When we see our face in a mirror, we should say, "Allahumma anta hassanta khalqi fa hassin khuluqi."  "O Allah, You made my creation good so make my character good also."

History
1. How the Muslims organized a society where politics and religion is one. Take examples from the past.
2. Talk about some influential Muslim ladies in the history of Islam, either politically or spiritually.

Misc.
  1.  Muslims have a long history in the Americas.  Explore the presence of Muslims here from pre-Columbus times.
2. Do they value moral principles over laws? Do moral and laws conflict? How?  Do they sometimes advocate for specific values and violates them at the same time?

3. Comparison of religions in the world, doctrines, strong and weak points.

4. Differences between Shi’a Islam and Sunni Islam.

5. Introduction to the medicine of the prophet (peace and blessing be upon him)

6. Talk about banking and Riba from an Islamic perspective.

