7th Grade

Age: 12-13

Focus: History. Understanding of the functioning of the world.
Thirteen years old are convinced that everyone else is watching and judging; this is why they are not sociable with adults. They are very critical of mom (everything she does is ridiculous) because she is the one close to them and they want to pull away.

Their self-esteem is at a low ebb. They are withdrawn, sad, lonely because nothing gives them satisfaction. Their feelings are easily hurt. Therefore they have less friends. Work on topics that treat compassion and how important it is not to be judgmental, that life in not all black and white but has many shades of grey. Be very conscious of your choices of words.
They are very concerned with body image. They are very worried about body, features, and general personality and think a lot about self and future. That are building and protecting a fragile, budding personality. Teach them about hygiene and how to take care of themselves and beautify themselves. Teach that Allah loves beauty in everything. Teach henna designs. Talk about self-image and how Allah looks into our hearts and not at our appearance. Teach them that Allah created us all prefect and everybody is beautiful and valuable on this earth for the purpose they are designed for.
 
          They like parties, playing games, dancing, eating, talking, "having fun", and listening to music. 

They like school’s independent and challenging projects such as to learn to play the guitar. They spend lots of time in room - reading, listening to music, doing homework, locking door to insure privacy. Respect their need for privacy and isolation by giving them personal projects where they can find themselves. Make sure all students are talking in class, but consider their deep fear of embarrassment; make sure they can handle the question before you ask or divide them in group of two or three.

           Most are rather ethical and very concerned about fairness. Talk about the why of things and how life works. Speak about Islam and ethics of Islam and how they are applicable to everybody everywhere and how they are logic and make sense to them.
  
          The average twelve-years-olds are entering the stage in between childish and mature behavior. They are still spirited and enthusiastic (as in the 6th Grade) but can control themselves better and be more patient. They develop an intuition and insight into self and others. They want to be like peers and belong to a close, private net of friends.

          The learning pace increases in seventh grade. Students are asked to handle a more challenging curriculum and do independent projects in many of their subjects. 

They are no longer only studying language arts, math, social studies, and science. They are now introduced to a foreign language, art, music, health, home economics and probability of events. 

They will write structured and longer papers. They will learn to express themselves orally in a clear and organized way. They will be asked to understand medieval and early modern times in world history. They will be asked to construct three-dimensional objects.
In the 7th Grade, students will be ask to identify idioms, analogies, metaphors, and similes; identify and trace the development of an author's argument, point of view, or perspective in the text; develop ideas leading to inquiry, investigation, and research; Write narrative, expository, persuasive, and descriptive texts of 500 to 700 words; provide constructive feedbacks.

In sciences, they will study cell biology, genetics, evolution, history of life on earth, geology, properties of light, musculoskeletal system and circulatory system, analyze scientific evidence and construct scale models. 

They will learn geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structure of Islam, China, Japan, Africa (Ghana, Mali), Europe in the Middle Ages, as well as American and Andean civilizations. 

Students that grade will be asked to understand the world of Islam, but non-Muslim books rarely ever mention anything positive about the Muslim world and its history, if they mention it at all.
What to avoid: Group activities unless the group is constituted only of two or three students. But they like disciplined reading of the lessons combined with real life discussions that encourage the free exploration of our faith, feelings and truths.

After the end of this Grade, Students should know:
Qur'anic Knowledge
1. Surahs Al A'la, At Tariq, Al Buruj, Al Hujurat.  Specific Sections- 16:111, 22:65-76, 10:1-20, 36:1-12, 55:19-34. (English/Arabic)

'Aqeedah
1. Study sins and repentance.
2. Differences between Rasul and Nabi.
3. The respect of the teachings of the Deen and why we should be careful of what we say.

4. Taqleed (adherence to a madhab of an Imaam)
5. More signs of Qiyyamah (compare to modern times)
'Ibadah
1. Introduction to the different kinds of Jihad and what the holy war is all about in order to understand the historical expansion of Islam. The permission to fight in self-defense.
2. The difference between Fard and Sunnah in Ibadah (acts of worship), Fard Kifaya, Wajib, Makrooh.
3. Study a complete list of Fard and Sunnah acts.

4. Learn what is Sunnah in salaat and what is Fard.

5. Differences between Shirk, Kufr and Bid’a. Shirk fil Ibadah (association in worship) and Shirk fil Amr (association in obedience).
6. Salaat-ul-Juma, Salaat-ul-Eid. Qada Salah and Qasr Salah. Combining salah.
7. Tahara: Significance; Najasa, Wudu and Ghusl.
8. Importance of Hadith. The six authentic books of Hadith. Method of collecting Hadith.
Du'a, Phrases & Hadith
1.  "Al waqtul awwalus salaati radwaanul lahi.  Wal waqtul akhiru 'afwullah." "To offer Salah in the first hour is to please Allah.   To offer Salah in late hours is to ask for Allah's pardon."  (Tirmidhi)

2.  "La Yuraddu ad du'aa-u bayna al adhan wal iqamah."   "No du'a made between the Adhan and Iqamah is rejected."  (Nisa'i)

3.  "Edha dakhala raamadaanu futihat abwabul jannati wa ghuliqat abwabu jahannama wa sulsilatish shayateen."  "When Ramadan begins, the doors of Paradise are opened, the doors of Hell are closed and the Shaytans are chained."  (Bukhari)

4.  "Innallaha harrama alaykum 'uquq ul ummuhaat."   "Indeed Allah has forbidden you to disobey mothers."  (Bukhari)   

Akhlaq & Adab
1. Explore male/female etiquette.

2. Explore the Islamic way to dress.

Sirah
1. Review of the chronology of the life of the Blessed Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him).
2. Explanation of some battles and why Islam did not expand by the sword.
3. The rule of the first four Khalifas (may Allah be pleased with them).
History
1.  Muslim history from 632 to the present. 

A.  The rule of the Ummayids and Abbassids.

B. Islamic art, science, architecture and learning.

C. The coming of the Mongols and the destruction of the Abbassids.

D. The fractured Muslim world and the coming of the Crusaders.

E. The Safavids and the spread of Islam into south east Asia.

F. Muslim Spain.

G. The rise of the Turks and the fall of Muslim Spain.

H. The Ottoman Empire.

I. The destruction of Muslim independence in the rise of colonialism.

J. The causes of the Muslim decline.

2. Build some scale models of what is learned.
3. Learn to play the Djembe African drum.

