6th Grade

Age: 11-12

Focus: The sciences and visuals. Summarizing their previous knowledge.


        Twelve years old feel more comfortable, secure within themselves. They like to tease and are sometimes exuberant. They like their own personality and are enthusiastic about any new idea. They might want to try something new just for fun or to be part of the group (even something dangerous), but they also love school gatherings and would direct their interests safely if well guided or in a safe context. They like bulletin boards to look at and expose what they like: posters, pictures, etc.
They can be quite objective and detached from parents. They could push their parents to live their own lives.
They participate more in class and have nicer manners than the previous year.

Some of them will research bigger groups of friends and will take into account what friends say. They will show off in groups and will be more aware of their appearance.
They are noticeably changing concerning tastes and interests and they are overtly drawn towards the other sex.

Girls begin menstruation

If preparing a group activity, let the students well in advance and chose a subject they really like. Make sure they can make visuals and board presentations.


Sixth grade is either the end of elementary school or the beginning of middle school. 
Students will be asked to have a good base in basic skills.

They learn about major chronological events in history, and where they are located on maps and globes. They learn about the legacy of ancient and early civilizations and are asked to have a certain perspective on history.

They are asked to write essays, reports, letters, stories, and poems. They will set up and conduct simple scientific experiments. They will be introduced to the concepts of gravity, motion, energy, chemical compounds, the ecosystem, fossils, heredity, weather, and the classification of matter. 

By the end of Grade 6, students will be bale the basic components of a computer, such as software use, creating spreadsheets and manipulating graphics, show proficiency with Internet searches, create multimedia and HTML presentations.

In this grade, a well-rounded view of Islam will be offered to bright and inquisitive young minds that need rationality.

What to avoid: Do not patronize but let them think on their own.

At the end of this Grade, students should know:

Qur'anic Knowledge
1. Surahs: Al Ghashiyah, Al Fajr, Al Balad.  Specific Ayat: 41:1-8, 64:1-4, 48:1-7, 35:1-7, 55:1-18. (English/Arabic)

2. Explain and memorize Surah Al_Kahf (The Gave).
The Prophet (salAllahu alayhi wasalam) said,
‘Whoever recited Surah al Kahf on a Friday, Allah will kindle for him abundant light to brightly illuminate the period between the two Fridays (the Friday on which the recitation was made and the next Friday)’
[Hakim 2/367, Mishkat al-Masabih #2175, however Baihaqi disagreed with it’s authenticity in Sahih Al Jami 2/1104]
'Aqeedah
1. Begin to discuss the importance of Da'wah.
2. Learning the definition of Atheism, polytheism and monotheism.
3. Introducing the world of Angels (a broad view). Learning the three main functions of angels.
4. Learning some of the signs of the Day of Judgment (relate to modern times). See Surat Al-Kahf.
5. Exploring the world of Jinn by learning what the Jinn are and what the different types of Jinn, etc.
6. Learning the surat-ul-Jinn tafseer
7. Learning how was the Quran recorded and preserved
8. Al Mushaf of Al Uthmani 
9. Kuttab  (the Koranic school)
10. Surah Makkiyyah
11. Surah Madaniyyah
12. Understanding the structure of the Qur’an
13. Knowing some of the special rules of recitation (Tajweed)
14. The scientific facts in the Qur’an (see harun Yahyah) his videos and books

'Ibadah
1. Learning about our personal, familiar, and social obligations 

2. Studying and understanding the different roles the individual has 

3. Understanding our role as an individual, as a family member, and as a member of the human race 

4. Understanding our role at both the local and global levels 

Du'a, Phrases & Ahadith
1.  "Iyyakum wal Hasad."  "Save yourselves from being jealous."  (Abu Dawud)

2.  "Iyyakum wal Ghibatu."  "Save yourselves from back-biting."  (Abu Shaykh)

3.  "Iyyakum wal Khiyaanah."  "Save yourself from cheating."  (Tabarani)

4.  "Karamukum taqwakum."  "Your real nobility is in your taqwa."  (Ad Daylami)

5.  "Al jannatu tahta aqdamil ummahat."   "Paradise is under the feet of mothers."  (Muslim)

Akhlaq & Adab
1.  The ahklaq and adab rules between Muslims and non-Muslims: how we treat each other and how the Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) treated others from the same faith of from a different faith.
2.  Before we begin eating we say, "Allahuma bariklana feemaa razaqtanaa wa qeenaa athzabin naar.  Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem"  "O Allah bless us in what You gave us and save us from the punishment of the fire.  In the name of Allah, the Compassionate Source of All Mercy."  (Tirmidhi)
3. Study Surat Al Kahf and the story of Musa (peace be upon him) and Al-Khadir

Sirah
1. The entire flow of the life of the Prophet Muhammad and how the Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) carried himself day by day.

2. The characteristics of the Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him), what he liked, so that we may learn to love him.
Sahaba
1.  The following Sahaba are presented in detail:
'Ali ibn Abi Talib, Uthman ibn Affan, Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, Abu Bakr as Sadeeq, Asma bint Abi Bakr, Bilal ibn Rabah, Abu Hurairah, Ayeshah, Fatimah bint Muhammad and 'Umar ibn al Khattab.
2. The story of Ja'far and the king of Abyssinia and how the king showed good manners and modesty.
History
1 Prophets: Adam, Nuh, Hud, Ibrahim, Ya'qub, Yusuf, Musa, Dawud, Suleiman, Zakariyya, Yahya, 'Esa, Muhammad.

2. The Hadith story about the three men who were locked in a cave by a boulder and prayed, in the name of some good deed, to be freed. (From: Riyadh us Saliheen)

Misc.
1. Students should be able to write a coherent essay explaining the teachings of Islam in such a way that any non-Muslim could understand it and any Muslim could be satisfied with the accuracy of content. 

2. Talk about the ways we can pleasantly introduce non-Muslims to Islam.
